
Feb 2010 

MCHG Newsletter 
WED Feb 24th  Meeting 

at MAC ñJennie  
 

Indian MirrorWork  

No potluck  

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
 

March : Scholarship recipient presentations by Pat Campbell and Elaine Todd -Stevens. Elaine will share what 

she did and learned at tapestry class taught by Jean Pierre Larochette and Yael Lurie CNCH09.  Pat took a 

weaving class and will share her experiences.   

April : Coralee Whitsetts will bring her yaks; meeting to be at Mendocino Art Center  

May : Silent auction & potluck  

 

From:  
 

Shisha (the Hindi word for ñlittle glassò) embroidery is also known as mirror-work or abla embroidery. 

Originally pieces of mica were used as the mirrors, but later, thin blown -glass pieces were broken and 

used. Today, small mirrors are commercially available for shisha embroidery. If you use these, make 

sure to file the edges first so the mirrors arenôt sharp. 
 

I like using paillettes, those large sequins with a tiny hole in the side. Theyôre extremely lightweight, not 

sharp at all, and readily available in many colors.  I also think it would be really neat to use coins from 

around the world in shisha embroidery.  
 

The craft of mirror work, also known as Sheeshadar, is closely associated with embroidery.  The mirror 

glass used in embroidery, known as shisha or abla, decorates clothing, torans (doorway hangings), 

household shrines, curtains and rumals (cloth wrappings).   

http://www.etsy.com/view_listing.php?listing_id=10282168  

Shisha Examples ðone on right is 

available for purchase online ...  

HANDS ON PROGRAM THIS MONTH !!!  

Rita Mahoney will bring a little kit (mirror, embroidery thread, 
cotton fabric) for each person and have additional supplies 

available at a minimal cost.  

http://www.joyfulabode.com/2008/02/12/tutorial - indian -shisha -mirror -embroidery/   

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU é 
 

   Needle for embroidery floss  

   Scissors  

   Cloth you might want to embroider with shisha  

   Thimble if you think you might need one  

   Lunch ?  

Remember to consider 

becoming a Board Member  

REMINDER:  "Fabrication Party" - CNCH Goody Bag  
 

   Next Tuesday  ñ  Feb 16 at 2:00 PM  
    Diana Corbinõs:  31720 Dennison Lane  Ft Bragg  
 
RSVP optional - but do call for directions   961-6060  
          (Bring your glue gun if you have one)  

http://www.etsy.com/view_listing.php?listing_id=10282168
http://www.joyfulabode.com/2008/02/12/tutorial-indian-shisha-mirror-embroidery/
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The meeting was called to order at 

10:15a.m by President Elaine 

Todd-Stevens. 
 

Because we were still waiting for 

some people to arrive, we began 

with Show and Tell: rag rug 

Printha made and photos of 

Kindergarten class weaving with 

Karen and Laine. 
 

Treasurer Report:  Sandra Jean 

announced we have $1365.96 in 

our account.  $500 is reserve so 

we could still have some money to 

spend on programs and 

scholarships.  Thus far, we do not 

have any applications for the 

MCHG scholarship, so folks were 

urged to get their applications in 

now for summer classes or 

CNCH.  This year scholarship 

applies to classes and workshops 

taken before September. 
 

Art Center News:  Art Center 

members are still eligible for ½ 

price classes,  2 per year; also 

members can qualify for a $10 

discount for registration at least 1 

month in advance of class time.  

Because there is no person serving 

as co-coordinator for the textile 

programs, Janice and Emily are 

attending the education meetings 

to assure some representation 

regarding textile classes and 

workshops.  However MCHG 

members are urged to offer 

suggestions of class subjects or 

instructors.  Elaine will find out if 

the Guild is still on the schedule to 

hold a Guild Art Show in August.  

She announced that Jean Pierre 

will indeed be featured in a 

tapestry show in September. 
 

Quilts for Kids and Project 

Sanctuary: Annelle still has 

squares that need to be attached to 

make even more blankets.  Norma 

suggested that in the fall, our Guild 

members weave our own pieces 

and have a workshop to put them 

together at November meeting.  

General consensus with details to 

follow. 
 

Hospitality House sent a nice 

thank you note... however, they 

could not read Printha's 

handwriting so they sent it to The 

Mendocino Hand Wearers!  We all 

got a laugh about that. 
 

The California Rug Project: Vicki 

thanked the members for their 

concern while she and Emily work 

out the copyright details for the 

California Rug.  She really 

appreciates that Emily opened the 

subject up to the textile community 

so that she was forced to address 

the issue.  She has a resolution to 

offer and will communicate with 

Emily when Emily returns from 

her trip. 
 

CNCH:  Printha announced that 

the early bird registration for 

Conference is over end of January.  

Any member who is interested in 

the conference can view classes 

and teacher bios on-line and can 

determine if a class of interest is 

full.  Registration on-line is easy 

and hotel reservations can be made 

directly from the CNCH site.  

Printha is in charge of rounding up 

volunteers from MCHG.  Thus far, 

Printha, Norma and Jayne are 

attending... and Sue Luna and 

Elaine will be there for at least a 

day.  Any one attending, even for 

a day, is urged to contact Printha 

to volunteer a few hours. 
 

CNCH Goodie Bags:  After much 

discussion, it was decided that we 

will attach the darning needles to 

a  heavy stock card on which our 

new logo is printed in ñsage green 

toneò gray tones and that the 

design will identify Mendocino 

Coast, not the full county.  A 

work party is scheduled for 2 p.m. 

on Tuesday, February 16th at 

Diana Corbin's home 961-6060. 
 

Board Elections:  Nomination 

committee for next year's Board 

members  will be appointed in 

February.  All positions need to 

be filled except Treasurer and 

Newsletter.  Voting is in May.  

Every member urged to consider 

holding a position. 
 

General Meeting Programs: 

February:  Rita Mahoney will 

demonstrate mirrored embroidery, 

4th Wednesday in February.  Bring 

needles and scissors and any cloth 

you particularly want to 

embellish.  She will bring sample 

fabric, thread and mirrors for all 

to use. 

March: We will have 

presentations from last year's 

scholarship winners. 

April: Cora Lee will bring her 

yaks to Mendocino Art Center!  

She will introduce us to the 

animals and their fiber. 

May: Silent Auction and Potluck 

(and board elections.) 
 

Announcements:  Norma 

presented (in Lolli fashion) a list 
 

Continued on page 5  



 
 

       Things to See and Do - Places to Visit - Items of Interest   

From Lolli Jacobsen:  Request for Support  
 

I would appreciate it very much if you would pass this on to your friends and communities:  
 

Hullo everyone,  
 

With the understandable focus on Haiti right now, you may not be aware that Peru has also suffered a major 

disaster in the southern highlands (Andes). It's the rainy season in the Andes -  it usually starts sometime in 

November and ends some time in March and Andeans plant their fields to coincide with this season. 

However, an unusually fierce and very destructive rainy season this year has caused the river basins of the 

Department (Province) of Cusco to significantly increase their capacity at the highest historical levels, 

causing fallen bridges, destroyed roads, highways and railways, housing losses (over 27,000 homes across 

the county) and tens of thousands of hectares of crops damaged or lost. This is a situation of the highest 

gravity for the region and potable water and food is scarce.  
 

The Altiplano region (the Department of Puno, Lake Titicaca region) has also been hit -  the only figures out 

from the government so far are that 3,000 alpaca have died) and the Department of Huancavelica, Peru's 

poorest area, has also been hit and we are awaiting news on how badly.  
 

You may know that Andean people live in extended families, primarily cared for my women and girls, and so 

27,000 lost homes will likely translate into many more thousands of individuals, likely 6 -  10 times that 

many.  
 

The visitors to the country who were caught on one portion of the very long Inka Trail and on whom the 

press focused, along with those at Machu Picchu, were airlifted out by helicopters provided by the Peruvian 

and United States governments and are now probably safe in their home countries. The Andean individuals 

who provide service to tourists, however, have been laid off not because Machu Picchu was damaged -  the 

Inka was very adept at building and included drains at Machu Picchu and other sites -  but because normal 

access to it is impossible by land until the railway tracks out of Ollantaytambo to Aguas Calientes and the 

road leading to it are fixed. However, while the village closest to Machu Picchu is virtually shut down (Aguas 

Calientes) and the workers gone, the politicians, in cooperation with the private sector, will be making it 

possible to visit the site via helicopter out of the village of Ollantaytambo. Cusco lives by tourism and 

tourists always come before the locals.  
 

Many Andean people practice a system of "reciprocity" called Ayni.  They will most definitely be helping one 

another.  Should you have the ability to practice Ayni with them and are not "donated out" at this point and 

have a few spare dollars, please consider donating it to the Stitching HoPe Foundation:  

http://www.stichtinghope.org/en/  

Thank you very much.  
 

Saludos, Sasha McInnes  http://www.puchkaperu.com/teachers_coworkers.shtml  

Feather River Art Camp for adults -  June 20 to 27, 2010  
 

Art Camp for adults at the Oakland Feather River Camp has been an annual event since 1991.   It is well 

known for its inspirational classes, taught by recognized arts professionals, offered in a beautiful mountain 

setting. It clearly provides the opportunity for a surge  of creative energy to enlighten the rest of your year.  
 

Art Camp 2010 will be the fourth year we also feature an arts class specifically for children. The 2010 class 

will focus on theater arts encompassing stage arts and crafts. This will enable creative  pairs -  guardians/

grandparents/godparents with their favorite child, as well as  families, to join us, sharing in the excitement of 

learning and creating. Teens accompanied by parents may enroll in adult  classes.  
 

http://www.featherriverartcamp.com/index.html  
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Emily sends this from the MCN local lists:   
 

Looking for a good cause to unload that unwanted supply of yarns you have stored in your closet / 
attic / under the bed / car trunk / drawers....wherever you keep it?   We would like to use it with our 
2nd through 5th grade students for knitting and crocheting. Synthetics and/or natural fibers will be 
appreciated.  Please e-mail or call to let us know.  Thank you,Nina Ravitz  ninabo@mcn.org  964-6234 

http://www.stichtinghope.org/en/
http://www.puchkaperu.com/teachers_coworkers.shtml
Chttp://www.featherriverartcamp.com/index.html
mailto:ninabo@mcn.org


Tibetan Handcraft video:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynrwcqZzlGk  
 

CNCH 2010 is just around the corner é  

 

Eureka Earthquake Damage  
The Humboldt Handweavers Guild reports that their January 9th earthquake severely damaged their meeting space, Ink 
People Center for the Arts which will be closed for at least a year. Yarn cones tumbled from shelves, walls cracked and 
everything got coated with dust and debris. The city plans repairs but can offer no space for looms. If HHG cannot relocate 
looms and supplies soon, they will cancel their Spring Weaving Workshop. While not as devastating as Haitiôs earthquakes, 

this one strikes closer to home and heart.  Weaving space before quake can be found at the following website é no 

after pictures available.  http://www.lindahartshorn.com/classes.html  

 

     Things to See and Do - Places to Visit - Items of Interest  (2) 

 

February 12 -14  ñ  SF Show  ñ  Tribal and Textile Arts Show, Ft Mason, San Francisco. admission includes catalog 

and complementary admission to The Marin Show Art of the Americas. 310 -455 -2886 or  

http://www.caskeylees.com/SF_Tribal/Info.html   

 

February 13 10AM  ñ  SF lecture  ñ  Primitivism and Abstraction in Persian Tribal Flatweaves with Alberto Levi at 

the de Young Museum, SF Golden Gate Park.  TAC Members free. http://www.textileartscouncil.org  or  415 -750 -3627  
 

CNCH News  
 

CNCH is offering two scholarships at $500 apiece to attend HGAôs Convergence 2010 in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 
application is available for download at: http://www.cnch.org (click on Forms and Publications). Applications are due Feb 15th.   
 
Unfortunately due to low enrollment, most of the scheduled workshops have had to be canceled, a direct result of the current 
economic environment. Classes and lectures continue as scheduled. If your registration is affected, you will be contacted with 
options. The committee expects that the CNCH 2010 Conference will be a wonderful and rewarding experience. Exciting 
classes, great teachers, over 90 vendor booths, a fashion show, exhibits, a banquet, and a great venue ð all the things we 
hope for in a conference ð are still happening. We look forward to seeing you there!  
 

¶ The Galleries will be a fascinating view of all of the fiber arts that are currently being done by our CNCH members. What are you going to enter? 

¶ Get your creative juices flowing as you design and weave some wonderful fabric for the Yardage Exhibit! 

¶ Continue with your creativity and design a fabulous clothing item for the Fashion Show. Shy? ï donôt be ð there are models available if you donôt want 

to wear it! 

¶ Spinner? Send in $9.00 for the beautiful superwash merino/bamboo (80/20) fiber for the ñReturn to Senderò spinning challenge. Skeins are already 

being returned and they are incredible! Additional fiber and yarns in conference colors will be available at the Boutique! 

¶ The CNCH Boutique ï this is an opportunity for you to sell some of your hand-made items that the public can purchase! 
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From Karen Inwood :   Adela Akers Show  
 

Adela Akers lives in Gratton, CA (Sonoma Cnty) and is a friend of an acquaintance of Karenôs.  She is a very 

noted tapestry artist, a weaver for 50+ years.   She wanted to let folks up here know that she's having an 

exhibit of some of her work at the Sonoma County Museum on 7th Street in Santa Rosa.   The show will hang 

for 3 or 4 months.   Karen wrote, ñI remember hearing that KQED did a segment on her on Sparks, a show 

about artists.   I'm sure it'll be a show well worth seeing!ò  Hereôs the broadcast link. 
 

http://www.kqed.org/arts/programs/spark/profile.jsp?essid=15846  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynrwcqZzlGk
http://www.lindahartshorn.com/classes.html
http://www.caskeylees.com/SF_Tribal/Info.html
http://www.textileartscouncil.org
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.kqed.org/arts/programs/spark/profile.jsp?essid=15846
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Minutes cont. 
of interesting classes offered in  

Northern California soon, especially 

through Spindles and Flyers 

(www.spindlesandflyers.org) and 

Humboldt Handweavers and Spinners 

(www.hhsguild.org). 
 

New/Old Business:  Diana suggested 

MCHG consider restructuring meetings 

so that the biz meeting is not held every 

month: alternate months begin with 

business meeting and project workshop; 

other month have a program 

presentation.  The board will take this 

into consideration. 
 

Program: DVD: LOST COLOR, the 

story of natural dyes presented by 

Maiwa Productions. 

This documentary travels the world to 

explore the growing, harvesting, 

extraction and use of natural dyes and 

reveals the history of color and its uses 

in various cultures. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Printha Worthen 

Acting Secretary 

3 Maiwa DVDs are available for check out 
via MCHG library.  
 

Natural Dyes: In Search of Lost Colour   
Indigo: A World of Blue   
Tana Bana: Wisdom of the Loom  

The new logo for the Guild, designed by your newsletter editor, was voted on at the January 

meeting so that it could be used for the CNCH goodie bag as a 4X6 postcard.  Although the 

2 versions that the membership reviewed and voted on were ñin progressò versions, one 

was grayscale which appeared to have a sage cast to it and a full color version with mailing 

address info.  The grayscale version got one extra vote (I, the designer did not vote at the 

meeting).  So I made an executive decision to use color for the map and grayscale for the 

weave design and removed the mailing info from the design as well as getting the 

proportions right for the size.  I am happy with the results and hope that the Guild 

membership that was at the January meeting will forgive my presumptions regarding the 

modifications.  NormaL  

http://www.spindlesandflyers.org/
http://www.hhsguild.org/

