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               MCHG Newsletter 

WED Jan 27th Meeting 

at MAC ñJennie  
 

òIn search of Lost 

Colouró  

No potluck  

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  

February : Shisha Indian Mirror -work Embroidery is the program.   Rita Mahoney will bring a little kit 
(mirror, embroidery thread, cotton fabric) for each person and have additional supplies available at a 
minimal cost.   For newsletter, advise members to bring cloth they might want to embroider from home.  
March : Scholarship recipient presentations by Pat and Elaine  
April : Coralee will bring her yaks; meeting to be at Pacific Textile Arts  
May : Silent auction & potluck  

 

CNCH committee will be 

responsible for the 

ògoody bagó item 

 

In Search of Lost Color DVD:   Opening scenes in black and white subtly illustrated how we can feel when color is 
gone.  Indigo, madder and cochineal not only provided centuries of colored cloth but influenced world trade and 
economy leading to protectionism, colonization and mono-agricultural policies.  Access to alum mines in Italy, whelk 
colonies in the Mediterranean or cochineal cactus farms in the new world were protected as were the secrets of 
mordant and dye processes.  Some 68,500 tons of indigo, more than tea imported from China, were exported from 
India to Britain about the time of the Blue Mutiny of 1859.  The 6th generation dye family in Behar that was interviewed 
would have been in the region at the Blue Mutiny of 1859.   

Water and mordant are major factors in natural dyes.  Chemical composition and Ph of local water supplies impact the 
end color.  Historically water Ph and successful local dye materials are closely linked.  Lac and cochineal bugs grow 
where water is sweet and soft; madder thrives where water contains more minerals.  Turkish red is very distinct from 
Armenian red; madder reds from cochineal reds.  Saxon blue from woad is very different from indigo blues.   

A chemical dye producing mauve discovered by William Henry Perkins in 1856 helped start the industrial chemical 
industry and utilized one source of pollution while creating many others. Natural dyeing compared to chemical dyeing 
reduces water use and pollution, uses local sources and adds depth and interest to textiles with its color variation.  
Chemical dyes may produce a massive number of consistent colors, but are also toxic.  Current environment and 
climate change issues impact and are affected by both natural and chemical dyes.  Natural dye materials had been 
and still are highly valued.  Today traditional dyers may face limited and changing water supplies and fashion 
preferences.                  

Reference: http://www.maiwa.com/documentaries/natdyes.html 

Albertina Visit at October MCHG meeting  
Bertina (Albertina) was in the US for a visit (approx.) 10/20/09-11/17/09.  

She traveled from her home in Santa Catarina Polopó, Guatemala, which is 

located on the shore of Lake Atitlán, in the department of Sololá.  Besides 

Spanish, Bertina speaks Kaqchikel. The traditional huipile (Mayan blouse) is 

red, although today they are blue or purple because of a North American who 

visited her village in the 1970ôs and commissioned one in the latter colors.  

Everyone liked the new colors so much they continued to weave them!  Anne 

Wilson, of San Francisco, picked Bertina up from the airport and after a few 

days in the city, delivered her to Mendocino, where she met up with Kathy 

Rousso at the Mendocino Art Center. After a nice visit, Anne returned to San 

Francisco and Melissa Hawley-Norris took Bertina to her home in 

Laytonville, where she spent a few weeks.  They both came to the October 

28th Guild meeting, which included a field trip to Evan and Erika Millôs 

home to see their amazing textile collection. Bertina brought many wonderful 

textiles to sell and a few lucky people added them to their collections. Plans 

are in the works for her return to the States in May/June, for a possible textile 

sale at Silk Moon Gallery in Sebastopol and a backstrap weaving class at 

MAC June 1-4. I am sure that she will have a new selection of textiles to sell as well. 

Bertina at Evan and Erika 
Millôs  Surfwood Home 

http://www.maiwa.com/documentaries/natdyes.html
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Mendocino Coast Handweavers Guild 

General Meeting Minutes 

November 18,  2009 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:15 AM 

Introductions 
 

Secretaryôs Report ï Minutes approved 

as read. 
 

Treasurerôs Report ï This yearôs budget 

was printed in the newsletter.  Balance 

on account: $1,273.49 after payment of 
CNCH dues and MAC rent. 
 

Old Business ï  

CNCH 

-Elaine reported for Printha; the day fee 

for the conference is $10. 

¶ MCHG is responsible for 350 goody 

bags inserts:  

¶ Norma purchased about 700 plastic 

tapestry needles;   

¶ Richard has a bag of about 1,000 

abalone pieces; 

¶ Diana, Karen, and Vicki will 

research best way to print postcard, 

bookmark or other concept to attach 

needle and shell to, identifying our 

guild.  

¶ Cards will be assembled at the 

January meeting. 
 

Outreach 

-Printha delivered scarves and hats 

donated by members to Hospitality 

House; need is ongoing. 
 

-10òx10ò squares for Project Sanctuary 

blankets will be assembled into blankets 

at Mendocino Yarn Shop on Dec. 6. 
 

Logo 
-Norma and Printha are working on a 

logo design for the guild. Norma shared 

initial efforts. 
 

-Informational brochures describing the 

guild will be made for use in public 

events. 
 

Art Center Show 

-Guild members are invited to hold a 

show of weaving in August.  Kitchen 

theme was considered. 
 

- Circumstances at the Art Center may 

change this plan. 

-Eleanor reported that items on display at 

MAC should be for sale, so could not be 

used as guild exchange items. 
 

MAC  

- Karen Ely has resigned as director. 
 

-Thanksgiving Fair will be held at 

Mendocino Rec Center; proceeds support 

MUSE. 
 

Newsletter 

- Norma passed out directory of paid 

members, excluding new members added 
today. 

-The Evan Mills family will receive 

complimentary newsletters in gratitude 

for the program they presented last 

month. 
 

Christmas Party 
- December 17, 11:00 AM at the Woods, 

courtesy of Sandra Jean. 
 

- Bring items to sell if you wish; 10% 

commission. 
 

- Aliceôs coat will be raffled off. 
 

-Members asked to come early to help set 

up the room, and stay to help clean up. 
 

Scholarships 

- Applications must be presented to 

Elaine. 
 

- 2 $150 scholarships available for textile 

related classes, conferences. 
 

Programs 

- No program chairperson since Kathy 

Russo left. 
 

- January: DVD on natural dyeing; 

assembly of CNCH goody bag items. 
 

- February: Rita Mahoney will teach 

mirrored embroidery with hands-on 

program. 

 

-March, April, May: scheduling TBA 
Coraleeôs Whitsettôs yaks;  

Elaine and Pat Campbellôs scholarship 

presentations; 

Silent Auction and potluck (usually in 

May). 

 

New Business - 

Board Issues 

- People needed to step up and offer 

support to guild by serving on the Board.  

Norma is willing to continue with 

newsletter.  Vicki offered to serve as 

treasurer next year, but does not have a 

car.  Bank account could be moved to 

Mendocino to accommodate her. 
 

- Job descriptions will be printed in 

January newsletter. 
 

-Diana suggested Board meetings could 

be held every other month; informal 
general meetings for sharing could 

alternate with formal business meetings 

with programs -  ideas for next yearôs 

board to discuss. 
 

American River Textile Collection 

- Norma discovered that the collection is 

no longer at American River College. 
 

- Pam Rivette reported it was given to 

the Sacramento Guild and dispersed 

among various people, since there was 

no venue large enough to hold it all. 
 

Life Membership 
- Karen Inwood suggested that Lolli 

should be eligible for life membership.  

Vicki made a motion that Lolli Jacobsen 

become a Life Member with CNCH dues 

included in membership. Motion carried. 
 

Sharing 
- Emily Whittlesey shared hats she made 
for Hospitality House. 
 

- Emily also read a letter to members 
about the issues between herself and 

Vicki over the California Rug, asking for 

advice and support. 
 

- Sandra Jean Baldocchi is appearing in a 

MTC production of ñPicnicò and 

encourages all to see it. 
 

Norma moved and Eleanor seconded that 

the meeting be adjourned.  Motion 

carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karen Inwood, substituting for Marie 

Head, secretary. 
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Christmas Party 2009 

Another grand 

potluck in 

celebration of 

the holidays. 

Held at the 

Social Hall -The 

Woods 12-17-09 

St. Fleecia Day  Celebration  

An elaborate party for spinners is given each 

December by the Spindles and Flyers Guild 

(Berkeley)  in celebration of St. Fleecia. The tongue -

in-cheek legend create by member Margaret Jaeger 

is about Knytta, the Mitten Goddess and Mytta, the 

�.�Q�L�W�W�L�Q�·���*�R�G�G�H�V�V�����7�K�H���J�X�L�O�G���K�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���W�K�D�W��
traces a Scandinavian maiden, Felicia, who appeared 

dressed in white and crowned with candles to 

distribute Lucia buns. She became known as Fleecia, 

�R�U���W�K�H���I�O�H�H�F�H���P�D�L�G�H�Q�����D�Q�G���V�K�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���´�Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U���D��
quorum of spinners gathers to celebrate in that 

month (her day is a moveable feast). Traditionally it 

was an honor to have St. Fleecia appear. . . . [She] 

rewarded diligent spinners with new spindles or more 

fleece (more spinning to get done in between turning 

the oat cakes and stacking the peat turves . . .) and 

chastised lazy spinners by leaving sheep droppings in 

�W�K�H�L�U���V�K�R�H�V���R�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���(�Y�H���µ���(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���V�K�H���P�D�N�H�V��
an appearance at the Spindles & Flyers guild in full 

regalia. This is the day that the group honors the 

great Saint Fleecia, a spinning saint (sprung from the 

creative mind of a past president of the group) who 

brings fresh fleece to diligent spinners, but leaves 

sheep droppings in the shoes of negligent spinners. 

As is the tradition at the St. Fleecia Day celebration, 

the legend of St. Fleecia is read, eggnog is consumed 

(except by designated drivers), and wonderful food is 

shared. There is also a challenge. This year it was to 

make a fiber avatar* using the fiber it represents.  

*Increase your word power: 

An avatar  (�\�•�•�!�š, from the 

Sanskrit word for "a form 

of self", commonly used in 

many Indian languages) is a 

computer user's 

representation of himself/

herself or alter ego.   

First place was inspired by  the recent program by Linda 

Cortwright of Wild Fibers. This is a yak diorama with an 

actual (well, sort of) yak in the foreground.  

http://meridianjacobs.wordpress.com/2008/12/16/st -fleecia -

day-celebration/  

SISTER 

GUILD 

HOLIDAY 

TRADITION 


