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MCHG Newsletter 
WED April 28th 

Meeting at MAC  
 

Coralee Whitsett  

Yak Herder  

UPCOMING ð LAST MEETING OF FISCAL YEAR 2009 -2010: 
 

May : Silent auction, raffle of Alice Knappôs lovely coat (donated by Janet Bienenstock), election of officers, 

CNCH stories & POTLUCK.  

Yahoo !  We have the nominees 

(thank you nominating 

committee)  

 

Aprilôs program will be conducted by Coralee Whitsett from Mendocino.   She will be bringing some of 
her rare Tibetan yaks and Karakul sheep to the Art Center and will give a talk on the exotic fibers 
harvested from these animals. Information on the status of yaks and Karakuls  in the US will also be 
shared as well as some of their uses in the countries where they are indigenous .  Whitsett LOVES to 
"yak about yaks", so bring all your questions!   She will also bring textiles imported from Tibet related to 
yak culture (ñYak Wearò).  Given no rain there will be two tables and 10 chairs out for those needing to 
sit while we view the animals outside.  Business Meeting to begin at 10 and should be over at 11 for 
program to start.  Coralee will have an alternative program in case of rain.  Come and enjoy the morning 
with us. 

Photos from Coraleeõs Facebook 
and MySpace Pages 

At the March meeting, Pat Campbell spoke about the various ways that doubleweave could be 

done and shared a few tips.   Her instructor, Jennifer Moore, wrote an article in the Jan/Feb 
2002 Handwoven that might be of interest.  Pat mentioned that one of Jenniferõs designs started 
with the swastika.   TIPS (from http://www.weavespindye.org/pages/rfts -dbl.html ) 

(1) It is particularly important that the shed be open clearly and cleanly, and that the weft is not 

caught in both layers. If this happens, the two layers will be joined in that spot somewhere in the 

fabric. This can be cut and mended off the loom, but it is much easier to avoid the mistake. A 

mirror (like a compact make -up mirror) mounted on the side of the beater is particularly helpful 

to allow checking for a clear shed.  

(2) Draw -in at the side where the two layers are joined results in a denser fabric in the middle. 

Photo from Best of 

Handwoven: Doubleweave, 

Doublewidth!  

Not only can this be a particularly noticeable thicker stripe in the middle of the fabric, but it can also cause tension 

problems when weaving, resulting in uneven beat and broken threads. If excessive draw -in cannot be avoided, the sett 

can be slightly decreased for the last ½" or so of the warp that will be the middle of the fabric.  
 

         Digital Archive of Documents Related to Double Weave:   http://www.cs.arizona.edu/patterns/weaving/topic_doubleweave.html  
 

Continued on Page 5 

http://www.weavespindye.org/pages/rfts-dbl.html
http://www.cs.arizona.edu/patterns/weaving/topic_doubleweave.html
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MENDOCINO COAST 

HANDWEAVERS GUILD 

MEETING  

MARCH 24, 2010 

 
Minutes approved from February 
meeting.  
 
Treasurerõs report:  Balance 
$1274.48 
 
Printha gave an update on CNCH 
and kudos to Norma for the logo 
design and having the stamp 
made for our gift bag additions.  
The cards with abalone pieces 
and tapestry needles were all 
mailed off to CNCH.   
 
Printha announced that due to 
lack of sign ups at CNCH for 3-
day classes they were all 
cancelled, but there are plenty 
of other workshops still available 
and shopping too. She announced 
that CNCH is beginning an 
interactive webportion on their 
site ð a blog to tell of textile 
resources and make 
announcements. 
 
Handwoven Magazine is looking 
for roving reporters to report on 
happenings at guilds ð suggestion 
was made that we send pictures 
and info on the Yak presentation 
from April.  Printha will be 
adding info to CNCH website and 
has taken on the duties of 
òroving reporteró. 
 
Elaine reminded everyone to 
keep making hats, scarves, 
blankets, etc for the Hospitality 
House and squares for a quilt 
that we can put together next 
year for Project Sanctuary.  
 
Raffle tickets were sold to all in 

attendance for the 50/50 raffle 
that would be held at the end of 
the meeting.  Printha Worthen 
won $29.00, and $29.00 was 
donated to the guild.  Tickets for 
the Alice Knapp jacket continued 
to be sold for the raffle in May.  
 
Coralee will not only be bringing 
yaks and sheep to the Art Center 
for the April meeting, but items 
from Tibet for sale.  The Art 
Center has agreed to allow the 
animals in the courtyard.  
 
Artist in residence, Ellen Marsh is 
offering time in her studio space 
to share with her, contact her 
for more details.  (Call the Art 
Center or email 
ej.marsh@yahoo.com ) 
 
Two scholarships were awarded 
in the amounts of $150.00 each 
to Diana Corbin and Lolli 
Jacobsen. 
 
Much discussion occurred on the 
upcoming proposed closing of all 
weaving classes through the 
College of the Redwoods in the 
Fall.  Everyone was asked to 
email the Dean at geisce-
ly@redwoods.edu.  In order for 
these classes to continue they 
will need pressure from the 
community.  What the college 
has decided to do is cancel all 
part time teachers and many art 
teachers are part time.  
Reminder that Janice Sullivan 
has an exhibit in the college 
hallway of student textile works.  
 
Nominating committee and 
Elaine once again asked the guild 
to step up and fill the positions 
available on the board ð and we 
all came through, next years 
board nominees: 

Jill McCanaugh  - President 
Marie Head        - Vice President 
Printha Worthen ð Secretary 
Vicki Fraser     -  Treasurer 
Emily Whittlesey  -  Programs 
(with Elaine Todd -Stevens as backup) 

NormaLee Andres   - Publication       
Diana Corbin   -   CNCH 
Laine Escola  - Historian 
 
PTA Happenings:  Feather and Cap 
Pot Luck Dinner and Auction  this 
Saturday at Evergreen Methodist 
Church, 6pm  --   honoring Dave 
Escola and Pat Gray.     Dana Gray 
School has a double wide and 
single wide trailer that they are 
donating to PTA that will be used 
for classroom and meeting space ð 
now the trick is moving them.  
Kicking off the fundraiser today, 
Lolli presented a donation sheet 
for anyone to complete and they 
will be contacted when the monies 
are raised ð estimate $30,000 to 
$50,000 for moving and upgrading 
the building to be able to hold 
looms for instance.     Annual 
rummage sale and silent Auction 
June 26th, accepting donations 1 st 
week in June.  
 
First Friday, Lolli and Iren will 
have the studio open with the 
presentation of Lolliõs new crow 
towels.  They will be open on the 
weekend as well.  
 
Show and Tell  -- Roberta shared 
her Kumihimo braids. 
 
Pat Campbell and Elaine Todd- 
Stevens shared with the guild what 
each had learned from the class 
they took with the scholarship 
monies they received last year.  
 
Respectively submitted,  
Marie Head 
Secretary 

mailto:geisce-ly@redwoods.edu
mailto:geisce-ly@redwoods.edu
http://www.pacifictextilearts.org/Pages/Kuhimo%20Festival.html
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Dear Friends of the Textile Arts ð An Urgent Message 
March 25, 2010 
 

As many of you know, Pacific Textile Arts is a non-profit organization devoted to furthering education, 

dialogue and support for a broad range of textile and related arts. We are centered on the Mendocino Coast but 

our membership includes fiber enthusiasts from all areas in California and many from out of state. 

 

Thirteen years ago we wrote to you describing the possibility of our buying a piece of land with a small 

Victorian house at the front of a lot in the city of Fort Bragg. With the help of many of you, we were able to 

buy the property which we now use as our headquarters and library. Asking for money beyond the cost of 

sending out a quarterly newsletter ($15) is not something we enjoy or take lightly. But we again find ourselves 

in an urgent situation which prompts us to do so.  

 

Those of you who receive our newsletter know that weôve been teaching children to weave and spin in our 

small front room gallery and our kitchen. Since we also have been mounting exhibitions in the gallery, 

accompanied by First Friday open house events and other meetings, we find ourselves in a serious teaching 

space crunch. When events are about to happen, all the childrenôs looms and equipment must be carried into the 

small back porch space and then moved back in time for the classes. This places a serious burden on the 

teachers volunteering their time. We have long dreamed of building three classrooms and several low cost 

student housing units in our back yard, but we simply have not been able to raise the funds for these projects 

and now find ourselves in the midst of a serious statewide financial downturn which does not bode well for 

acquiring large capital funds. 

 

Rather than give up, we recently followed a lead which resulted in an offer of a gift by our local school 

superintendant of two well used portable buildings which had been replaced by new buildings in Fort Bragg 

schools. One of these steel framed buildings is a double wide which provides 960 square feet of teaching space. 

The other one, also steel framed, is a single wide building which would be just large enough to house our 

rapidly growing textile arts library. We have completely outgrown the small room in the house where the 

library now resides. These buildings are insulated and come with electric heaters. To move the two buildings 

from their present site across town and install them on our property would cost us at least $50,000. That is, for 

us, a lot of money and what they will provide is quite a change from our original dream. But there is an 

amazing synchronicity about the timing of the school districtôs offer. Just this month, the College of the 

Redwoods has announced that next year they will no longer be able to afford including the ñfor creditò weaving 

and dyeing classes our community has long come to depend on. If we can install this classroom and library 

space we can provide the safety net we have always felt was part of our mission. 

 

So, though we began thinking of the buildings as a way to benefit our hard working volunteer teachers and our 

dedicated young students, we may also be able to provide space for floor looms, enabling us to either cosponsor 

the adult classes or provide the space for contract teachers to organize comparable classes. We have all been 

hearing of textile arts programs being eliminated from museums, art centers and colleges. A new location for 

our serious textile library would also be a big plus for all concerned. 

 

We feel strongly that it is right to pursue this project. We have a beautiful piece of property which belongs to 

all of us as a non-profit and we are keeping the textile arts alive and well on the coast. We know that 

participating in weaving, spinning, quilting, knitting and related activities, answers a human need for creative 

exploration and aesthetic expression. It provides children and adults with activities that utilize their brains and 

bodies in a satisfying and productive manner. Art and cottage industry training are both served. 

These are hard times, but we are hoping that you will help us in the same way you did thirteen years ago. 
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Again, in order to expedite collection of funds, we are asking you to go together with friends to make pledges 

of $50, $100, $500, $1000 or more. Weôre not asking you to send money but we are asking for a firm pledge 

and that participants be prepared to send the money swiftly if we reach our goal so that we can contract to 

prepare our site, move the buildings and place them for use on our grounds. We would like to install a Baltic 

birch plywood floor over the existing floors to insure even weight distribution. We know these are not the 

gorgeous buildings we once envisioned constructing, but they represent a very generous offer from a 

community entity to help us provide the classes we feel are so important to students. If we can install these 

buildings we will beautify them with paint, trellises, vines and other planting. 

 

As was the case when we fund-raised for the property, there is an urgency because we cannot expect the school 

district to hold these buildings for us over an unreasonable period of time. This project is for all of us, so please 

contact us in writing, email or by phone if you would like to help us with this endeavor. We will only call in 

your pledge if we reach our goal. If you would prefer to simply send a donation, that would of course be greatly 

appreciated. We will place contact information on our web site and keep you abreast of developments as the 

next month progresses. 

We have launched our effort and have raised $5000 in pledges so far.  

You can reach us in the following ways: 
Write to: Pacific Textile Arts, 450 Alger Street, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

Email: info@pacifictextilearts.org 

Phone: (707)964-5279 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for considering this request. 

Sincerely, Jackie Wollenberg, Vice president, Pacific Textile Arts 

Continued from page 3 ...  

       Monday March 15th 2010 
Dear Friends of the Fiber & Textile Arts, 
 

We carry great news! 
Last week was a good week. Lou Grantham and I meet with Oakland Park & 
Recreational Advisory Commission, and, after much deliberation, our proposal of  
creating the very first ñOakland Fiber & Textile Festivalò was approved. 
 

The Festival will take place in Oaklandôs Splash Pad Park (across from Grand Lake 
Theater) on Sunday June 27th between 10am and 4pm. 
 Å It is an outstanding, outdoor location with a lot of foot and local traffic.!!! 
 Å The date is the Sunday in between Fatherôs Day and the 4th of July!!! 
 Å The weather will be great!!! 
 

Our plan is to have vendors comprised of retailers, artist, guilds and non-profit  
organizations related to the arts of knitting, crocheting, weaving, spinning, sewing,  
quilting, needle point and felting with at least 30 vendors in 10ôx10ô booth spaces (very 
similar to Farmerôs Market). Here are the 10ôx10ô space pricing: 
 

 Å Guilds and non-profits: $100   Å Artists: $200   Å Retailers: $250 
 

Check out www.oaklandfiberfest.com  for more upcoming information. The site was just launched and we 
will update the site with more information as we progress.   If you have any question please contact us. 
 

Best Regards, 
 

Bente Petersen - Piedmont Yarn & Apparel and Lou Grantham - San Francisco Fibers 
510-595-9595  
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Hello,  
 

I wanted to make sure everyone is aware that we have set up the 'Peter Collingwood Charitable Trust'. 

Each year we will be awarding £1000 to the most deserving applicant.   
 

Details of how to apply can be found at http://www.rugweaver.co.uk then follow the link titled 'Peter 

Collingwood Trust'.  Alternatively if you would like more details, emails can be sent to 

petercollingwood@rugweaver.co.uk.  
 

Deadline for this years applications is July 31st.  

I hope some of you will consider applying, after all it is 'free money'  
 

Thank You,  

Jason Collingwood  

Continued from Page 1 
 

Elaine showed her Trillium Series tapestries  -  Each of the 4 

gave her a better understanding.  She tried the pattern both 

warp-wise and weft -wise (smoother curves for different 

elements in the design) and with different setts.  10epi vs 12epi 

(she liked the 12 better).  She needed to use more strands with 

10epi to make the same thickness in pieces.  Using multi -colored 

threads made better transitions and using the technique shown 

to the right gave the best results.   
 

natural colored wools for sale  
Old Mill Farm is a family owned local organic farm wa -a-a-ay out Little Lake Road. We are located on the 

Little North Fork of Big River on the ridge above Mendocino Woodlands Camp 2. Old Mill Farm has been a 
homestead since 1900 and many of the original family's (Thompson)  grandchildren and their families still live on the 
coast. We keep a small flock (about 20) of multi -purpose sheep. They are mixed Suffolk, Caracol and Cheviot. We 
use them for fiber, meat and grass mowing. We have used Yolo Wool Mill in Woodland, CA. for many years to 
process our raw wool. They scour (with organic soaps), pick, card and spin for us. We have natural colored yarns 
and batting for sale. In early June we will have raw wool as well. You can even come out to the farm and be a part 
of sheep shearing when the shearer is though our area.  
 

Yarn is priced at $15/skein (200yds) and the batting is $25/pound (50" x 90" x  2-4" thick). These prices just cover 
the processing costs to us.  
 

Laura Llewellyn (a new member of our Guild) is planning on bringing some of each to the  April meeting as well as a 
copy of Shear Spirit a fantastic book that Old Mill Farm was featured in two years ago along with nine other fiber 
farms in the USA.  
 

Thanks a lot,  
Barbara Sochacki 
Old Mill Farm     P.O. Box 553, Mendocino, CA  95460     707-937-0244 (office) or 707 -937-3047 (farm) 
http://www.oldmillfarm.org  

Coming  September 9 ï 30, 2010  
 

NICHOLS GALLERY 
Tapestry Weavers 

Jean Pierre Larochette, 

Yael Lurie, and Friends 

http://www.rugweaver.co.uk

